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Community Awards

Dave Thompson, currently princi-
pal of Oak Bay High School, has been 
actively involved in the sporting com-
munity, personally and profession-
ally.  

As a teacher at Arbutus (Junior 
Secondary School at the time), he 
coached his boy’s teams to three 
Island Championships and one Pro-
vincial Championship.  

One of Dave’s most famous stu-
dents, national hero and NBA super-
star, Steve Nash, attended Arbutus in 
grades 9 and 10.

In addition to his overwhelming 
success as a basketball coach, Dave 
has also inspired many young base-
ball players including Major League 
Baseball’s Rich Harden who currently 
holds the starting pitcher position for 
the Oakland A’s.  

The list of greats doesn’t stop 
there.

Dave has also coached more than 
20 players who have since gone on to 
play college ball.  

Some include Vince Perkins of the 
Blue Jays organization, Mike Saunders 
with the Seattle Mariners and Bobbie 
Scott who is enjoying a full scholar-
ship at the University of Texas.

Adding to his coaching resume, 
Dave was an assistant coach with the 
successful Victoria Shamrocks for 
more than six years.  

He has also coached track and field 
and field lacrosse at the school level.

Dave’s strong work ethic and abil-
ity to connect with his players no 
matter what the sport is has certainly 
proven to be the right recipe given 
the success many of his student play-
ers have gone onto achieve.  

He is without a doubt a very com-
mitted and giving teacher, both ath-
letically and academically.

Len Barrie is President, Chief Execu-
tive Officer and major shareholder of Bear 
Mountain, one of Canada’s foremost master 
planned commercial, residential and resort 
communities.  

Bear Mountain, with Bear Mountain Wes-
tin Victoria Resort and Spa, offers a com-
plete golf and resort lifestyle experience 
featuring the secluded luxury of a moun-
tainside resort village. 

Barrie, a former National Hockey League 
hockey player, has demonstrated natural 
entrepreneur skills in leading his company 
in three years from a standing start to out-
standing corporate and sales performance 
by exercising exceptional leadership and 
vision.  Barrie created his vision for a fully 
integrated world class golf course and resort 
community and has been intuitively adept 
at inspiring support, loyalty and extraor-
dinary performance from his management 
and employees in achieving that vision.  

The key business activities of Bear Moun-
tain are a world class Jack and Steve Nick-
laus co-designed golf course and resort 
community which is designed to include a 
complete commercial village center with the 
high-quality hotels, athletic club, health and 
fitness spa, medical services, high-quality 
single family homes and town homes, con-
dominiums, quarter-share resort accommo-
dation units, real estate sales and services 
and a commercial retail services.  

The Bear Mountain 
Golf Course, which 
opened in June 2003, 
offers a memorable 
experience with its set-
ting in the foothills of 
Mount Finlayson and 
the perfect balance 
between playability 
and a truly challenging 
year round golf experi-
ence for golfers of all 
skill levels.  

In making the decision to create Bear 
Mountain, Barrie risked his entire wealth.  
Initially, he risked three million dollars, 
most of it borrowed.  With support from his 
early investors, including National Hockey 
League Hall of Famer Mike Vernon, and early 
NHL professional hockey player investors 
Ray Whitney, Rob Blake and Mike Sillinger, 
Barrie and his partners committed to an 
expenditure of $110 million in infrastructure 
costs, and invested more than $50 million 
before receiving the first project revenues.  

Len Barrie surrounds himself with peo-
ple who are highly competent and share is 
competitiveness.  Barrie recalls from his 14 
years of professional hockey that being sur-
rounded by the best people lead to the best 
results.  He provides his management group 
the opportunity to succeed and then stands 
back, allowing managers work.
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